A SPIRIT OF POWER

2 Timothy 1:1-18 

Key Verse: 1:7

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.
1. Find out what you can about Paul at the time he wrote this letter. (2Ti 2:9; 4:6,7) What does Paul emphasize about himself in his greeting? What does his blessing to Timothy reveal about him?

2. What can you find out about Timothy? (Ac 16:1-3; Php 2:20-22) About his relationship to Paul? About his family background? What does Paul say about Timothy's faith? (5)

3. Look at verses 6-7. What seems to be his problem? Why did Paul tell him to "fan into flame the gift of God"? Where does the spirit of fear come from? (Ro 8:15; Heb 2:14-15) Why might a person with sincere faith also be fearful?

4. What fundamental solution to the fear problem can we find in verse 7? Think about the meaning of "a spirit of power"; "a spirit of love"; and "a spirit of self-discipline." Think about how these can help solve the fear problem.

5. Why might Timothy be ashamed of Paul or of the gospel? (8) How does Paul challenge him to have a positive attitude toward suffering? How does one participate in the suffering of Christ? (8-9) How might testifying about Jesus lead to suffering?

6. How has God displayed his grace to us? What does it mean that he has called us to live a holy life? What has Jesus done for us through the gospel? (9-10)

7. Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel, and confident of victory at the last day? (11-12) What did he encourage Timothy to do? (13-14)
8. Who had discouraged Paul and Timothy? (15) Why? Who is the soldier of Christ Paul introduces? (16-18) What can Timothy and we learn from his courageous and unashamed faith?

