INTRODUCTION TO SECOND PETER
Key Verse: 1:4

Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that
through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

In his first letter, Peter encourages Christians who have been scattered by persecution.
In this second letter he writes to give them directions for dealing with enemies within
the church. God has given us all we need to live as his people (1:3). He has given us the
Bible. We do not need any other authority. In the Bible are God's great and wonderful
promises. The believer needs to hold God's promises in his heart, so Peter writes to
remind us of God's promises and to remind us of the truth which we already know. Peter
wrote this letter with a sense of urgency, for he wrote just before he died a martyr's
death at the hands of Nero. He wanted his sheep to be firmly established in the truth, so
that they could stand even after his death. He warns of God's certain judgment on the
ungodly, and assures us of the Lord's return. In the light of these things, we must live
faithful lives and grow in Jesus.

Outline

Confirming one’s calling and election (1:1-11)
Prophecy of Scripture (1:12-21)

False teachers and their destruction (2:1-22)
The Day of the Lord (3:1-18)
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