PARTICIPATE IN THE DIVINE NATURE

2 Peter 1:1-21

Key Verse: 1:4

Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

1.    Read verses 1-2.  What precious gift have we received through the righteousness of God and from our Savior, Jesus?

2. What blessing do we receive through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord?  What is grace? Where does peace come from?  Why do you think grace and peace are mentioned together? (See also Php 1:2; Gal 1:3; 1Th 1:1)

3. Read verses 3-4.  How did God first reveal his divine power? (See Ro 1:20; Ge 1:1,26,27)  How does he now reveal it?  How can we know God and participate in his divine nature? How does Jesus help us escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires? (Jn 3:16)

4. Read verses 5-11.  What can we learn here about what we must do to participate in the divine nature? (5a, 10) What is goodness?  What kind of knowledge do we need?  What is self-control?  Perseverance?  Godliness?  Mutual affection?  Love?  What progression can you find here?
5. What promises and what warning do you find in verses 8-11?  What do these promises mean to you, practically?

6. Read verses 12-15.  Why does Peter remind us of these things?  Read verses 15-18.  What enabled Peter to write with such confidence?

7. What is the final encouragement which Peter gives us? (19)  What can we learn from these verses (16-21) about the Bible?  About the importance of Bible study to the believer?
