GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS WAYWARD PEOPLE
Hosea 1:1 – 3:5

Key Verse: 3:1

The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 

* “Go, take an adulterous wife” (1:1-11)
1. What do you know about Hosea’s time? (1) What does it mean the word of the Lord came to Hosea?
2. What did the Lord tell Hosea to do? Why? (2; 2:16) How did Hosea obey God’s word? Think about his personal sacrifice.
3. Why did the Lord tell Hosea to call the first son “Jezreel”? (4-5) Why was he to call Gomer’s daughter “Lo-Ruhamah”? (6) The second son “Lo-Ammi”? (8-9) How serious was the warning of “breaking Israel’s bow”? (5)
4. Read verses 10-11 and 2:1. What do these verses teach us about God’s hope for his people? His motive for punishment? Think about the promise that “they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land.” What does this mean?
* “I will betroth you in faithfulness” (2:1 – 3:5)

5. What was the extent of Israel’s spiritual adultery? (2:2,5,8,13) Why did the chosen people commit such adultery? (5,8) What would be God’s judgment on them? (3,4,6,9-12,13) What was the purpose of God’s judgment? (7)
6. What was God’s promise for his people despite their sins? (14-17) What do verses 19-20 teach us about God’s desire to establish a new covenant relationship with his people? 
7. What did God ask Hosea to do? (3:1) Why? How did Hosea obey God’s word? (2-3) What was God’s hope for his chosen people? (4-5) What can we learn about God’s love and redemptive purpose in his punishment?

