University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

a father’s joy

Genesis 46:28-30

1. Describe the emotional reunion between Jacob and Joseph. How did Joseph display his affection toward his aged father? How was Joseph different from some of today’s children who are ashamed of a less sophisticated father or a less educated mother? 

2. Later Jacob confessed: "The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, …" (47:9). In what ways had his life been difficult? (Can you recall specific events?)

3. Read verse 30. How was Jacob overwhelmed with joy? Evaluate the following statement: “Nothing makes a good parent’s joy greater than the success, particularly the spiritual success, of a son or daughter. And conversely, nothing makes a parent’s heart break more irreparably than the spiritual shipwreck of a willful child.” 

4. How can you honor your parents?

