University Bible Fellowship

Genesis Study Series

jacob and esau

Genesis 25:27-34

1. When did Jacob’s struggle begin? Why was he named Jacob? What does the name Esau mean?

2. What are the ways in which Jacob and Esau were different as they were growing up? (See also 26:34,35; 27:46-28:2) What does this reveal about them? Why do you think Rebekah paid more attention to Jacob? (25:22-23)

3. Tell the story of the incident with the lentil stew. What does this incident reveal about the character of each boy? Why does the writer say that Esau despised his birthright?

4. Why did Jacob value the birthright so much? In what respect is Jacob more fitted to be the covenant son? (Hebrews 12:16,17)

5. Do you value spiritual blessings more than some immediate human benefits? Are you tempted to say, “Look, I am about to die. What good is the birthright to me?” What can you learn from Jacob and Esau?

