INTRODUCTION TO ECCLESIATES
Ecclesiastes 12:13

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter:

Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.
1. Who is the author of this book? (1:1) Who was his mother? (2Sa 11:1-12:25) How could her story have affected his childhood and his relationships with his half-brothers? (1Chr 3:1-9) 
2. How did Solomon become king of Israel? (1Ki 1:1-53) What was King David’s charge to him? (1Ki 2:1-4) What did Solomon ask for from God (1Ki 3:4-9)? How did God bless him? (1Ki 3:10-13) How successful was Solomon? (1Ki 4:20-34, 6:11-14, 8:1-2, 65-66, 10:6-13)
3. What caused Solomon’s downfall? (1Ki 11:1-13; 9:3-9) How did God punish Solomon and his people? (1Ki 11:14-40) Though the Bible is not explicit about his final years, what can you surmise about his repentance before God from his writings in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes? (Pr 1:1-7; Ecc 12:13-14) 
4. In what sense was Solomon well-equipped to write a book of wisdom? (Ecc 12:9-10) Read Ecclesiastes 12:13. Why is it important to study this book with this conclusion in mind? 
