THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Key Verse: 13:13

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
1. Read verses 1-3. What am I who speak in the tongues of men and of angels yet have not love? (1) Why? Why is love more essential than the gift of prophecy, understanding and knowledge and even mountain-moving faith? (2) What kind of love is St. Paul talking about? What does a person gain if he gives all his possessions and even his life, without love? (3)

2. Read verses 4-5. What is the first character of love? What does it mean that love is kind? How can we overcome our envy toward others? Why did Paul use the negatives “not boasting” and “not proud”? (4b) What are some other characteristics of love? (5) 
3. Read verses 6-7. What does love delight in and what does it not delight in? (6) What does love always do? (7) Think of some examples of your own.
4. Read verses 8-10. What does it mean that love never fails? (8a) Why can’t we always trust prophecies, tongues and knowledge? (8b,9) What does verse 10 mean? What is perfection?

5. Read verses 11-13. What is the childish way? What is the mature way? (12) What are the three things we need in our age? (13, 1Th 1:3) What is the greatest of them all? Why?
